THE CONTROVERSY

by examples than precepts, had hanging in their houses in fair painted

tablets all the Virtues and Vices that were in those days reigning with ] , : H E c.- v I R}. ,

their rewards and punishments. Oh, have you but in your houses the 0

fashions of all attires constantly and without change held and still fol- : :

] % .
est Dutch, the stately Italian, the rich Spaniard, and the courtly French ; o h’M .
with the rest according to their climates, and they will blush that in a y ; _ C / Olnanls e W a'n .

lowed through all the parts of Christendom! Let them but see the mod-
full fourth part of the world there cannot be found one piece of a Char-

acter to compare or liken with the absurdity of their Masculine Inven- _, . . i v a Yaes B ‘oke intl—tlﬂﬂd‘-
tion. Nay, they shall see that their naked Countryman, which had lib- BClng an Anf\\’elfc. w4 Ia.te BO :
erty with his Shears to cut from every Nation of the World one piece or : y H LG /A'Z[ “:{ ers
patch to make up his garment, yet amongst them all could not find this ! ; i v H
Misce i of de ities which, only by those which ! i e gy o ' ene &c-
whilst they retained any spark of womanhood were both loved and ad- : E‘x’ reﬁ ma bl’I.C f‘@ Dialogue .l??;zvgzer qi
mired, is loosely, indiscreetly, wantonly, and most unchastely invented. 1 Vir [hc‘Womal’xiﬂl—fdaﬂ 5 and H 1~ Uit 3 :

And therefore, to knit up this imperfect Declamation, let every 1 Maun-Woman.

Female-Masculine that by her ill examples is guilty of Lust or Imitation
cast off her deformities and clothe herself in the rich garments which
the Poet bestows upon her in these Verses following:

Those Virtues that in women merit praise

Are sober shows without, chaste thoughts within,
True Faith and due obedience to their mate,

And of their children honest care to take.

ndn printed for ] . .and arctobe fold at C%\riﬁ Church gate. 1620,
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§. Haec Vir; or, The Womanish Man:
‘ Belpg an Answer to a late Book entitled
Hic Mulier, Expressed in a brief Dialogue between
Haec Vir, the Womanish Man, and
Hic Mulier, the Man-Woman.
1620

Haec Vir:' Most redoubted and worthy Sir (for less than a Knight I

e B
nnot take you), you are most happily given unto mine embrace

: HLC Mulier:* Is she mad or doth she mock me? Most rare and excel-
ent Lady, I am the servant of your virtues and desire to be employed in

your service.

: Haec Vir: Pity ?f patience, what doth he behold in me, to take me
or a woman? Valiant and magnanimous Sir, I shall desire to build the

Towe
r of my Fortune upon no stronger foundation than the benefit of
your grace and favor.

Hic Mu'lier: Oh, proud ever to be your Servant.
Haec Vir: No, the Servant of your Servant.

Hic Mulier: The Tith - ; :
S ithe of your friendship, good Lady, is above my

Haec Vir: Yo i 1 i
(/t u make me rich beyond expression. But fair Knight, the

rultih. 1sN} alm a Man and desire but the obligation of your friendship.
ic Mulier: It is ready to be sealed and delivered to your use. Yet I
would have you understand I am a Woman. :

Haec Vir: Are you a Woman?

Hic Mulier: Are you a Man? O i

: 2 O Juno Lucina,® hel !
Haec Vir: Yes, I am. i
I;zc Mu{ier: Your name, most tender piece of Masculine.
aec Vir: Haec Vir, no stranger either in Court, City, or Country

I. Dehberately incorrect Latin fo tll ma couplin llle feminir e form of llle ad-
1 ] g 1S n, g
jective Wltll t]le masculme noun ( this womanish man )

2. Deliberately incorrect Latin for “thi :
2.1 . or “this woman,” i i
adjective with the feminine noun (“this mannish wo;‘;‘;{”l)’"g i i
3. The Roman goddess of childbirth
e Roman goddess.of childbireh,
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But what is yours, most courageous counterfeit of Hercules and his
Distaff?*

Hic Mulier: Near akin to your goodness, and compounded of fully
as false Latin. The world calls me Hic Mulier.

Haec Vir: What, Hic Mulier, the Man-Woman? She that like an
Alarm Bell at midnight hath raised the whole Kingdom in Arms against
her? Good, stand and let me take a full survey, both of thee and all thy
dependents.

Hic Mulier: Do freely and, when thou hast daubed me over with the
worst colors thy malice can grind, then give me leave to answer for
myself, and I will say thou art an accuser just and indifferent.’ Which
done, 1 must entreat you to sit as many minutes that I may likewise
take your picture, and then refer to censure whether® of our defor-
mities is most injurious to Nature or most effeminate to good men in
the notoriousness of the example.

Haec Vir: With like condition of freedom to answer, the Articles are
agreed on. Therefore, stand forth, half Birchenlane, half Saint Thomas
Apostle’s (the first lent thee a doublet, the latter a nether-skirt);” half
Bridewell, half Blackfriars (the one for a scurvy Block, the other for a
most profane Feather);® half Mulled Sack the Chimney Sweeper, half

_ Garrat the Fool at a Tilting (the one for a Yellow Ruff, the other for

a Scarf ablg‘,EQ,puLa_S_QldieLoutwof,,countenance.).;" half Bedlam, half

4. For one of his misdeeds, the strongman hero Hercules was condemned to serve for
one year as the slave of Ompbhale, queen of Lydia. To humiliate him, he was dressed in
women’s clothes and made to sit spinning and weaving with the female slaves (a distaff
is an implement used in spinning).

5. Impartial.

6. Which.

7. Your doublet (or the fabric from which it was made) was purchased in Birchenlane
(a lane in London which boasted many drapers’ shops); your nether-skirt (underskirt)
was purchased in the parish of St. Thomas the Apostle (an area associated with hosiers).

8. You obtained your hat in Bridewell (an area in London near the famous prison of
that name) and the feather for your hat in the Blackfriars area (“block” is a pun refer-
ring both to the wood on which criminals were beheaded and the wood on which hats
were formed). The insult is heightened by the fact that prostitutes were imprisoned in
Bridewell.

9. The yellow ruff, an object of scorn and ridicule at the court of King James, was
made popular in England by Anne Turner, who was executed in 1615 for her part in the
murder of Sir Thomas Overbury. James insisted that Mrs. Turner wear her yellow ruff to
the gallows. Mulled Sack, a kind of hot, spiced wine, is also the title of another pamphlet
purporting to answer Hic Mulier (Mulled Sack; or, The Apology of Hic Mulier to the
late Declamation against ber, 1620); MOTeOVer, “the sack” was a method of execution
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THE CONTROVERSY

Brimendgham (the one for a base sale Boot, th

Leaden gilt Spur); ™ and, to conclude, all Hell, all Damnation for a
shorn, powdered, borrowed,liair;g_gakgd#la ivi ba m;
a Leadenhall Dagger; a Highway Pistol; and a mind and behavior suit-
g,bl_e,_qgnexcceding every repeated

deformity. To be brief, I can but in
those few lines delineate your proportion for the paraphrase or com-
partment to set out your ugliness

to the greatest extent of wonder.!!
I can but refer you to your Godchild that carries your own name—]
mean the Book of Hic Mulier. There you shall see your character

and feel your shame with that palpable plainness, that no Egyptian
darkness™ can be more gross and t i

Hic Mulier: My most tender

e other for a beastly

errible.

piece of man’s flesh, leave this lightning
and thunder and come roundly to the matter; draw mine accusation
into heads, and then let me answer.
Haec Vir: Then thus. In that Boo
guilty, first, of Baseness, in making y
poor invention of every weak Brain t
side; next, of unnaturalness,
toms of the Kingdom to be p
an Italian Babymaker,

k you are arraigned and found
ourself a slave to novelty and the
hat hath but an embroidered out-
to forsake the Creation of God and Cus-
ieced and patched up by a French Tailor,

and a Dutch Soldier beat from the Army for the
ill example of Ruffianly behavior;  then of Shamefulness, in casting off
all modest softness and civility to run through every desert and wilder-
ness of men’s opinions like ¢

areless untamed Heifers or wild Savages;
lastly, of foolishness, in having no moderation or temper 4

passions or affections, but turning all into perturbations a
nesses of the soul, laugh away the preciousness of your Tim,

either in
nd sick-
e and at

involving drowning in a sack. Garrat, while probably a real person, is also a pun on
garrotte, the Spanish method of capital punishment by strangulation. Thus the “Scarf
able to put a Soldier out of countenance”

is the garrotte—a reference both to the stick
twisted to effect the execution and to the weapon carried by Hic Mulier.

10. Bedlam was an institution for the i
bought her boots “on sale” near this as
boot,” an instrument of tortu
be Birmingham.

11. I will sketch the outli
details (

;5 Hic Mulier apparently
ylum. This may also con

re used to extract confessions. Brimendgham may possibly
ne of your ugliness; it -
a “paraphrase” is an amplification of a passa
I2. In Renaissance England, comparing someone’s dark complexion to that of an
Egyptian was a way of calling him shamefully ugly.

13. Hic Mulier’s style of attire i
is probably a maker of dolls.

14. Restraint within due limits,

2ust remain for others to fill in the

s not only irreligious, it is also foreign; a “Babymaker”
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r € consu tion.
g S
S 2 b

s\ Y
e n execute, Y
. arel; which, if you ca Y
: deformity of your apparel;
adorn you in the deform

i hy wit, though no good man can
I can pity and thank Proserpina’® fort i
allO"‘f of thﬁ R_e%;:ﬁst.hen to the purpose. First, you say 1 gm_Ba_fsziégg
b onC A;I;‘ ler;o Novelty. ’What slavery can Fhere bg in ‘.reedom1 asures
B ‘baseness to crown my delights with those p !
tior'l el als(;table to mine affections? Bondage or Slave(riydlstilT
Wh‘Ch. i mOSthsuse actions which the mind of its own accor ho .
e 'from ;l ’ to perform the intents and purposes of anot ;r ;
iy “.’"“mgly deill::?not?7 by mansuetude or sweetness of entreaty, :
iisp}(:snfloor?:,ea:f atuthority and strength of compulsion. Nv?,;)l\ll fa(;rdrr;clze :
ihom i imitation of mine own
change according to the 1lml_tjit10n R
i\ollrlg,v:h;é ch;nnot be a greater 'h@%‘i%n;r 1120;0?}(:, IolrnaS )l;eco Ifeth !
o t};?lntoaji(:ﬁ;pvrvﬁ\z\?h;is the world but a very shopdor
S dfle }vlvonr e? Sometimes Winter, sometimes Summer;. a};
Wareh'ouse 3 Ch aldgsc.)metimes Riches, sometimes Poverty; sqmetlme
et the}f . Sickness; now Pleasure, presently'Angulsh; now
g t; and ’to conclude, there is nothing but c.hange,
Ho'nor’ i Comer?llcal ,and ;nix with all our Fortunes. And will you
Vi ch a fixed Star that she shall not so n}uch as m(c)lve
o i V\"orﬁan i n Sphere? That were true Slavery indeed and a
i o' ilrt(l)l‘:chains of the worst servitude! Nature to every-
Bésenﬁss beyc})ln ted hath given a singular delight in change: as to
e crceia"l‘rees a time to wither and shed their 1‘eaves,'a tlm(el
Heibsc,l I:scrilt:;r?:g forth their leaves, and a timf;‘ .fgr Lhe,lrsfll\':st?na:;l :
Flowi 1 1 time to hide them
sl wl(l)rms erl(ilf:e::rl;g, t::gg: ilime to come abroad anFi ;ucl:l
pores and hollows (Tibertp'to choose their food@to delig t ;
the'dew; ° Bga'slt)s 1ty to feed and grow fat with their food; the gxr s
Lhelr fﬁoi,ira :lo ﬂly ien the waters to bathe in, and the earth to feed on;
ave the N

e

S Pa l b aring the coat or ar Of a W. Yy d dlSpl y re
an hO has recentl dle 5 a Cd befo
I15. nels bearing he coa f arms m

\ d and be-
he houls)e. hter of the goddess Demeter/Ceres, she was carried off by Hades
16. Daughter

came queen Of the undet W()Ild fOI' art Of each year.
p
17 Otlgmal text [CadS not but by mansuetude.
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but to man both these and all things else to alter, frame, and fashion,
according as his will and delight shall rule him. Again, who will rob
the eye of the variety of objects, the ear of the delight of sounds, the
nose of smells, the tongue of tastes, and the hand of feeling? And shall
only woman, excellent woman, so much better in that she is something
purer, be only deprived of this benefit? Shall she be the Bandslave of
Time, the Handmaid of opinion, or the strict observer of every frosty
or cold benumbed imagination? It were a cruelty beyond the Rack or
Strappado.’®
But you will say it is not Change, but Novelty, from which you deter
us, a thing that doth avert the good and erect the evil, prefer the faith-
less and confound desert, that with the change of Opinions breeds the
change of States, and with continual alterations thrusts headlong for-
ward both Ruin and Subversion. Alas, soft Sir, what can you christen
by that new imagined Title, when the words of a wise man are, “That
what was done, is but done again; all things do change, and under the
}_C_Qpe of He,ay_eﬂ_ﬂlewlﬂllg.” So that whatsoever we do or
imitate, it is neither slavish, Base, nor a breeder of Novelty.
Next, you condemn me of Unnaturalness in forsaking my creation
and contemning'® custom. How do I forsake my creation, that do all
" the rights and offices due to my Creation? | _yv
| and live Gree} what lets® me then so to spin out my time that I may
| _dielfree? 730
“ %70 alter creation were to walk on my hands with my heels upward,
to feed myself with my feet, or to forsake the sweet sound of sweet
words for the hissing noise of the Serpent. But I walk with a face erect,
with a body clothed, with a mind busied, and with a heart full of rea-
sonable and devout cogitations, only offensive in attire, inasmuch as it
is a Stranger to the curiosity of the present times and an enemy to Cus-
tom. Are we then bound to be the Flatterers of Time or the dependents
on Custom? Oh miserable servitude, chained only to Baseness and
Folly, for than custom, nothing is more absurd, nothing more foolish.
It was a@‘r‘;ﬁ\mongst the Romans that, as we wash our hands
before meals, So-they with curious and sweet ointments anointed all
their arms and legs quite over, and by succession of time grew from

18. Instruments of torture.
19. Scorning.
20. Hinders.
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in
these unguents to baths of rich perfumed ?nd. compound w:FSerrsanc i
hich they bathed their whole bodies, holding it the greatest bl ghese
\:},1 t might be to use or touch any natural water, as appears by t
a

Verses:

She shines with ointments to make hair to fall,

i Chalk she overcovers all.
Or with sour Cha s

t was a cu om amon t tlle ANcl p y S
Q I S cust gS ents to lle upon Statel alld Oft
’\ deS When Clthel t}ley dellve[ed ElllbaSSlCS or Cllte[ed nto ally serious

rses:
discourse or argument, as appears by these Ve

Father Aeneas thus gan say,”
From stately Couch whereon he lay.
(Virgil, Aeneid)

itting on
Cato Junior® held it for a custom never to eat me;t l;lut si eﬁng.
i i er at the first me :
: tians kiss one another ev
the ground; the Vene fhes iy
it i stom amongs
i a general received cu .
and even at this day it 1s ’ e
lish that when we meet or overtake any man in our travel o 10 i :d
ign to examine him whither he rides, how far, to what purpf 'n, #
2 : 3
wigl’ere he lodgeth. Nay, and with that unmannerl'y boldnesslo : gtomsre-
tion that it is a certain ground of a most insufficient qlzarre no ik
i stra
ceive a full satisfaction of those demands which go far a ; y P
ivili i us to m -
ood manners or comely civility. And w.111 ou Ny 4 AT
; lves to_these Mimic and most fantastic customs? It is a fa d'
g i man Ladies
custom with us to mourn in Black; yet the Aegean ar.ld Ro i
ourned in White?* and, if we will tie the action uponl X i
ever m . i
nification of colors, I see not but we may mourn 1ln Green, e ‘,Nith ;
i to salute stran
i r used in Heraldry. For us . ;
o g ivili th foreign Nations immodesty; for
kiss is counted but civility, but with foreig

2I. I\/Iarual was an ancie P S
g S
ancient Roman poet known fOI hlS bitin and ()fteﬂ cutrllou
epigram: Although thC Romans COplOUSly rubbed 0115 on theu bOdlCS, they dld fIC-
p1g! S.

que"t) athe 1n plamn water; 1n act, this ne (6'93'9) appeals in a poem 1gnly critica

i dy in question. . ; g i
e hgglekn: (gi;}g‘iel’l: Xenez’?i was the great national epic of ancient Rome; this is a
22. Spoke.

Sk i man of the first
tranSlat;\("lnrcus Porcius Cato the Younger, the conservative Roman states!
23. Ma

B.C. : L Rome, although
cerlturyActually black was associated with mourning n Greece and s
24. )

there was no mandate or fixed period for its wearing.
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you to cut the hair of your upper lips, familiar here in England, every-
where else almost thought unmanly. To ride on Sidesaddles at first was
counted here abominable pride, etc. I might instance in a thousand
things that only Custom and not Reason hath approved. To conclude,
Custom is an Idiot, and whosoever dependeth wholly upon him with-
out the discourse of Reason will take from him his pied coat and be-
come a slave indeed to contempt and censure.
{/ But you say we are barbarous and shameless and cast off all softness
to run wild through a wilderness of opinions. In this you express more
cruelty than in all the rest. Because I stand not with my hands on my
belly like a baby at Bartholomew Fair that move not my whole body
when I should, but only stir my head like Jack of the Clockhouse
which hath no joints;* that am not dumb when wantons court me, as
if, Asslike, I were ready for all burdens; or because I weep not when
injury grips me, like a worried Deer in the fangs of many Curs, am I
therefore barbarous or shameless? He is much injurious that so bap-
tized us. We are 3@&1}4&, have agfree ¢lection and asfree
spirits; we are compounded of like parts and may with like liberty
make benefit of our Creations. My countenance shall smile on the
worthy and frown on the ignoble; I will hear the Wise and be deaf to
Idiots; give counsel to my friend, but be dumb to flatterers, | have
hands that shall be liberal to reward desert, feet that shall move swiftly
| to do good offices, and thoughts that shall ever accompany freedom
and severity. If this be barbarous, let me leave the City and live with
(\creatures of like simplicity.

To conclude, you say we are all guilty of most infinite folly and in-
discretion. I confess that@s the true salt which seasoneth
every excellence, either in Man or Woman, and without it nothing is
well, nothing is worthy; that want2¢ disgraceth our actions, staineth
our Virtues, and indeed makes us most profane and irreligious. Yet it is
ever found in excess, as in too much or too little. And of which of these
are we guilty? Do we wear too many clothes or too few? If too many,
we should oppress Nature; if too few, we should bring sickness to

25. The baby dolls sold at the stalls of Bartholomew Fair, a huge annual fair held in
August in the suburbs west of London, were apparently designed with the doll’s hands
resting on its abdomen; they resembled Jack of the Clockhouse, a male figure which
struck the bell of a clock, in that only their heads moved.

26. Lack (of discretion).
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Nature;
thrifty, and wholesome. Then no excess,

where is then the error? Only in ‘the Fashion,

Haec Vir

only in the Custom. Oh,
but remember

ion
for mercy sake, bind us not to so hateful a companion,
what one of our famous English poets says:

Round-headed Custom th’ apoplex'y is
Of bedrid Nature, and lives led amiss,

' i f offense.
And takes away all feelings (()G(.)C.U)

g i .th:
A ain another as excellent mn the same Al't sal
t]

Custom the World’s Judgment doth béind so far,
i i ice’s Bar.
That Virtue is oft arraigned at Vice ?D’Bart.m)

\

W y y] I n to be
: /jl—call_up-o\
! J! -’—"'J]l ’

O ou to 10 he oth h nio ou to pit

1 e other s all e force )/ to pity
t com el you t f rgive, t ; -
. Xc:unSI:EO And tlplus m self ima ining m self freg of these four mpu
ore . y g y

\ i}
tions, I rest to be confuted by some betterh anfd grc;wer g}‘::tg:le: o 84
i ) imi t the freedom L
[Haec Vir responds by claiming tha o i D

“a wi i evil.”
h?s g v i}S\ mel:el: w?)nvrailrllfumla\l;bgrttgstﬁkioa man only to avoid per-
VmeS_Of ‘. Si:l—‘ll'rcl\/,lulier does not have this excuse. It would be bettler
Secut‘ton’ gt 1wjentor of your disguise perished with all her corzp.e—
= t t:\ioﬁ:ts ;1:; » for her invention has caused inﬁni.te1 cslcanc:)z;lseeurllesssni:
iy ik i and to yield to
’fro ;"iellxiga};ltdir;)::galri)flz.}:;;lgsj z:glse}l;?zsivlulier re}t,urns to traditional
is '
d(:::ss, she is base, unnatural, shameful, a'nd Clfoo.hseh;:] g
Hic Mulier: Sir, I confess you have raise mmh ¥ el
lean taken away the film that covers the sight. ,tertain
g eaf belief and would willingly bend my heart to enh e
ﬁfcal:\fte vthen the accuser is guilty of as much or more than tha

7. y p ywrig, or hlS transla-
P ()ba l George ha man, a poet alld la Il ht bCSt known f
2 T b g C > ap P

tions ()f Homer’s Illad and ()dys ey 1nto rhymed CO! plCtS.
St n u
8 Pr b ly G l m S, g S P!
20. (¢] ab Ull aume DuBartas, a IICﬂCh I'Cll 10U oet admlted alld tlanslated

by the English in the sixteenth century.
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accuseth, or that [ see
fected, blame me not
pleased to be cleansed

you refuse the potion and are as grievously in-

ttle (0] Stagger 29 A 1 ll

> all’s
b pact of Fire or a purer element? Tut, all’s forsaken,
een com
Y 5 1 espe-
var[lll—i'hecli\;lulier claims that men have stolen womle);l s PafSt“:Zsr’l 4 (I: i
1C A 113 Em em or u
d been “a very
; huttlecock,* which ha o hat “would
Tilalllltyef j;;[;;eiortunes.” Having relinquished the g];’risilsi;lf;:‘;(;ft'
i e AR E o Y Mt
neégydullnessrandgﬁemma.te P iches at a Playhouse or || & {
ther show himself in the midst of his pride or r1}c) he Jacob’s Staff*” of |
CLSNOW s ter, with the !
' bly: how, before he dare enter, : m the
pflbhc aSSC: azlld his Page’s, he takes a full survey of hlmsﬁl-fnirsoin his
h%s l(x)wtn seyrig in his feather to the lowest SPangle thali Setlaweather—
highes . p. how he prunes and picks himself like a Haw i . aling
.ShoeStrlllng:every several garment to Auricular co.nfe551.0r11, i
g ts r both their mortal great stains and their VenlaTEen to see
t};em' liltez though the mote be much less than an Atom. i
b'emlsl 1; and tug everything into the form of the newhis i
hm}lx'p uCand by Diirer’s* rules make his leg answer‘abl;'tohand ar;d a
fis }llog,roportionable with his middle, his foot with his hand,
thig

1d of such idle, disdained foppery. To see him thus patched up with N
world o S—u—————L-——-'—'g‘d‘f‘M

1 tl Py st — \\g‘%
Symmetry make himself complete and even as a(circle d, lastly cait
: 5t of .wonder with
himself amongst the eyes of the people as an object of

more niceness tllall a virgl oes to the }lcet O hCI rst LOVCI‘ Ould
me l:s F atience hEISBlf Inzld lth anger and CI) vy lt}l tllE I oet:

Therefore, to take your proportion?®
Fe

w, tell me what Charte
claim you have to those things you make

in a few lines, my_dear
I, prescription, or right of
our absolute inheritance?

Why do you curl, frizzle, and powder your hairs, bestowing more
hours and time in dividing loc

k from lock, and hair from hair, in
giving every thread his posture, and every curl his true sense and cir-
cumference, than ever Caesar did in marshalling his Army, either at
Pharsalia, in Spain, or Britain? Why do you rob us of our R&ff_s_, of our
Earrings, Carcapets,! and Mamillions,*? of our Fans and Eeathers, our
Busks, and French bodies,* nay, of our Masks, Hoods, Shadows, and
Shapinas?* Not so much as\thg_\:g_gxé_r_t_g_fhl_)_gir_lgng,” but you have so
greedily engrossed it that were it not for that little fantastical sharp-
pointed dagger that hangs at your chins, and the cross hilt which

guards your upper lip, hardly would there be any difference between
the fair Mistress and th i

of our Spoil? Fie, you have gone.a world further and even ravished
)from us sluLspeech,aQuL_a.ctianS, sports, and_recreations, Goodness
leave me, if I have not heard a Man court his Mistress with the same
words that Venus did Adonis, or as near as the Book could instruct

2 | him.* Where are the Tilts and Tourneys and lofty Galliards¥” that were

\P"' WW_J/ danced in the days of old, when men capered in the air like wanton
Vo,
iy

W

a
O Hominum mores, O gens, O Te.m por@ dIl;:)I,usHZ
Quantus in urbe Dolor; Quantus in Orbe :
29. Begin to doubt or waver (
which accuses the masculine wo

30. Form, shape.

31. Ornamental collars or necklaces usually set with gold and jewels.

32. Items of clothing that covered the breasts.

33. Corsets and whalebone bodices.

34. Various headdresses; “Shadows” projected forward to shade the face.

35. The coloring of the face with cosmetics.

36. The book is doubtless Shake
poem which had been reprinted in nin
poem Venus woos the bashful Adon;
tears, and considerable self-pity. Th
ing out to Adonis that her “flesh is soft and plump” and offering to “like a fairy, trip
upon the green” if he will but respond to her entreaties,

37. Lively dances in triple time for two dancers,

probably also a reference to the

heulg aﬂ]lCtC with : Q € a((()](ll]lg to y()lll own Ill‘e]e]lce even by tlle LaWS Of
the oW SINnc
d 1 h di b

ivil Nations,
igi d the Customs of all civi
by the rules of Religion, an usto! s o
N?ture;esZary there be a distinct and spec1a! dlfferince bi lv(;' e
. l; r\l)?/ man, both in their habit and behav101:s, N a; coh S
c k Oomer,l do less (being far too weak by force to fetc
weak w

pamphlet Hic Mulser,
sease of the staggers).

imilar to badminton. :
8. A game similar . : Sl ' |
3 A g'nstrument for measuring height and dis e
e lf ion told privately in the ear (a pun on religiou S
- ots ;
e (l:lon”ezsnd “mote” can refer to moral flaws as well g:;;; e
« ;
g fg, cht Diirer was a painter and engraver of Rena st il
oy AO i Is of men, O race, O harsh times! How mu
“ orals 3
42. m

. "
much treachery in the world!

, including sighs,
physical charms, point-
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THE CONTROVERSY

spoils you have unjustly taken from us), than to gather up those gar-
% | ments you have proudly cast away and therewith to clothe both our
¥ | bodies and our minds?

[Hic Mulier asserts that women adopted masculine clothing and be-
havior reluctantly, only to preserve “those manly things which you
have forsaken.” To prove that men were dressing in an effeminate
manner long before women assumed masculine dress, she recites two

jU'\ stanzas by the Italian poet Ariosto® describing a bejeweled man who
“was himself in nothing but in name.” Because the “deformity” of the
effeminate man has a longer history than that of the masculine woman,

] it will be more difficult to eradicate; men must return to traditional
dress and behavior, however, before women can be expected to do so.]

Cast then from you our ornaments and put on your own armor; be |
men in shape, men in show, men in words, men in actions, men in

X counsel, men in example. Then will we love and serve you; then will
o, wehear and obey you; then will we like rich Jewels hang at your ears
to take our Instructions, like true friends follow you through all dan-
} gers, and like careful leeches* pour oil into your wounds. Then shall
you find delight in our words, pleasure in our faces, faith in our hearts,
chastity in our thoughts, and sweetness both in our inward and out-
ward inclinations. Comeliness shall be then our study, fear our Armor,
and modesty our practice. Then shall we be all your most excellent
thoughts can desire and having nothing in us less than? impudence

and deformity. A

Haec Vir: Enough. You have both raised mine eyelids, cleared my
sight, and made my heart entertain both shame and delight in an in-
stant—shame in my Follies past, delight in our Noble and worthy
Conversion. Away then from me these light vanities, the only Ensigns
of a weak and soft nature, and come you grave and solid pieces which
arm a man with Fortitude and Resolution: you are too rough and
stubborn for a woman’s wearing. _Wg,“du—hﬁtﬁihawmm
we have changed our minds, and with our attires, o

ur names. I will no

more be Haec Vir, but Hic Vir; nor you Hic Mulier, but Haec Mulier.
From henceforth deformity shall pack to Hell, and if at any time he

43. Lodovico Ariosto was an Italian Renaissance poet best known for his long nar-
rative poem Orlando Furioso.

44. Physicians.

45. Anything in us rather than.
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Haec Vir

: d dis-
it shall be with contempt an
i imself upon the earth, yet it s Hhoing
o h lliave no friend but Poverty, no favorer bushg ly L
gface';{ be St ghame encefor ill live nobly like ourse v;;; e
u . i
revl‘),:; ever discreet, ever worthy: true men and .trge vtiomfeuril S i
b h i eforth like well-coupled Doves, full of indus y:i I ‘ﬁ ”}
ll)e erllcnot of sensual and carnal love, but h;lavenl}’ 2 e tc; e
me i ssable nature n
: eds from God, whose mexp.re g he reach
jiv:;;f':rrzflovcvi)rds since it is like his dwelling, h‘gh ancfl t’;zc;:i: irel Uoees
i ; ding to the saying o
of human apprehension, accor :

Verses following: >~

.Of love’s perfection perfectly to speak,

Or of his nature rightly to define, ; .
Indeed doth far surpass our reason's reacd' 4
And needs his Priest t’express his power46 ivine.
For long before the world he was yboril1 4
And bred above its highest celestial Sp ;:r ,re
For by his power the world was made o y(; . 1
And all that therein wondrous doth appear. i

46. Born.
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